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LP-0067
2 FULTOX STHEET BUILDING, Borough of Manhattan. Eegun 1511, completed
1812 for refer bgndrE&thIE, architect uvunkoown.
Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 74; Lot 1.
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19, 1865, the Landmarks Preservation Lommission held
g on the proposed desigmation as & Landmark of the
Building and the proposed desigmnation of the related
{Item Xo. 39). The hearing had been duly advertised
with the provisions of law.
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DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Schermerhorn Row, one of the first commercial rows in Hew York
City consists of a group of twelve red briek war chouses all erected
2t the same time, in 1811-1812, by the same owner, Peter Schermerhorn.
Thease structures with their high pitched roofs form a unique arcui-
teetural entity, reflecting the mercantile expansicn of New York City,
dating back to the era when Xew York Harbor was a port of sailing
ships ané then were used 2s warchouges and stores for the many varied
curcoes thet came and went thfough the busy port. Spared by the fire
of 1835, and over one hundred and fifty years eold, this business block
is the only remaining complex of commercizl buildimgs in the Federal
Style of architecture still standing in ¥ew York City.

The row, standing on the south side of Fulton Street, comnsti-

tutes a business block running from Humber 2 at South Street to

Nuczber 18 at Front Street. All except number 2, with top floor and
ansard roof additions and nunba

e r 12, with an added story, retaein
their original four stories ané piteched roofs. The windows have
splayad lintels and the walls are of Flemish bvond brickwork. Some of
these buildings have dormer windows which were added at a later date.
Avround the corners 195 Front Strect and Humbers $1 and 92 South

Street complete the group and taken tojzether they present an amazingly
homosenous street front of early Hineteenth Century budildings.

The Schermerhorns owned property, in the seventeen-twenties,
or wkat 18 now Pearl Street, between Beckman and Fultom Streets, aund
they built a wharf at the existing raterfront on this property. At
z larer date they acguired property or the south side of Fulton
Street (then Beekman 51lip) and built a warehouse and wharf. It 1s en
this property. and the adjacent water let, £illed-in to South Street,
that Schermerhorn Row now stands. An area of six Dblocks, bounded by
John Street, Water Street and Peck Slip, imcluding the site upon
whick the Schermerhorn Row is located, and of which this building
forms a part, has all been ecarefully studied.

This study reveals that this area is filled land and was devel=-
oped a5 & partmership between governoment and buslness. The criginal
shoreline was at Pearl Street, then known as Queen Street, but at the
end of the Seventeenth Cactury the City made water grauts from Pearl
to Water Streat, end thilis created a aew shoreline. The npext group
of grents from Water to Front Streets, in 1750, carefully spelled ocut
the grantea’s responsibilities, suech as building the straet, and the
wharves and his privileges such as the control of the wharves. The
last group of water lets, granted in 1804 and laid out according to
the “Hangin P lan: of 1803, required the building of Sfouth Street
wichin three months. The grantees were usually the owners of the
contiguous propearties.

Feter Screrﬂerho_u builder of Schermerhorn Row, was one of a
girall group of leading New York merchants, a wealthy and prominent
cltcizen, He ran a ship chandler's bu3+ness at No. 243 Water Street,
5 building whieh is still standing. Ue was appointed by the Conmon
Council to serve in the Hontgomery Ward of the City as Sanitary
Commissioner, in 1784. le was also Overseer of Pumps and iells in
1788, and was Election Imspector in 1789,



it is interesting to note that a part oi the Schermerhorn Row
{fo., 2 Fulrom Street, and Ho. 92 South Street) were owned by the
Schermerhorn family as late 25 1939.

Durirg the days of the Clipper ship and of the packet bLoat,
South Street was lined with shipping offices, warehouses, chandler
znd junk shops. TFrom Coenties 5lip to Hoosevalt Street (Alfred E.
Smith EKousas), South Street was a forest eof ships, masts; and spars.
The bowsprits of some of the large vessels projected acress the dock
znd zlmost dinto the cffice windows directly ﬂpdﬂal e. Walt Whitman
referred to¢ New York City as ' The City of Ships" and South EStreet,
in ite day of caritime glory, in the first half of the Nineteenth
Century, was known 2% the ‘“Street of Ehips’. Schermerhorn 20w, con-
sicting of stores and warechouses, was a vital part of this early
maritdine agtivity

exenmining the City Directory of 1651, we find that
rn’s commercial buildings were cccupied ty a variety of
ipeludsd among them were & fruelt dealer; two grocers, 2
tootmaker, an agriculcurzl implement tradesman, two saloons
are and woodenware merchaant and in 1851 lo. S1 South Etrc t
= 1 1. Sweat's Restauyant, popular among early ship maste
sa Street merchants, mow st Humber 2 Fulton Street, has
cccupied a part of this row ever since 1B45.

In 1868 Number 2 Fulton Street (93 sScuth Street) was raised from
teinal four stories, with peaked ftoof attie, to zsix stories;

Ly five stories with mansard roof above. It was designed by
aatomn, arnchitecty feor Jehn H. Mcekinlew. Partitlions were in-

d throughout the building and it was altered, aleong with its
aeignbor ¥unmber %2 S5cuth Street, into a hotel with a restaurant at
eround fleéor, 3y 1879, these two buildings; including also Numbers 4
and 6 Fulton Street and Number 173 John Street, comprised what was
chen knewn as the Fulton Ferry hotel.

FINDINGS AND DESIGHNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideraticn of the history, the
architecture and other features of this building, the Landmarks
Preservation Comnission finds that the Z Fulton Street Building has
a special charascter, special historical and sesthetic interest and
value as part ef the development, heritage and cultural character-
igtice of New York City.

The Comnission further fimds that, among its important qualities
2 Fulton Street is a fine Federal building, represeantative of the
pest commercial architecture of the pericd, that Schermerhorn Bow, of
waica it forms a part, is an adzmirable exsmple of a row of well-builr
emid l_-propart oned commeréial buildings, designed initially in che
Feceral style and *Dtulﬁl 1¢ original features, that taken togetaer
they are unigue; and that they represent the last complere row oI
early Nineteenth Lfentury commercial buildings remalning in New Took City.

pursuant to the provisions of Chapter H3 eof the
ity of Xew York and Chapter B-4 of the Administrative
of New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission

Lattdmark the 2 Fulton Street Buillding, Roroush of
ignates Tax Map Bleoeck 74, Lot 1, Borough of Manhatroan,
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