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SURROGATE'S COURT (HALL OF RECORDS), First Floor Interior consisting of the
Foyer, Main Lobby and surrounding Corridor, Grand Staircase, East Vestibule

and West Vestibule; Second Floor Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase

and Gallery opening onto the upper half of the Main Lobby; Third Floor Interior
consisting of the Grand Staircase and Corridor around the Light Court; Fourth
Floor Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase and Corridor around the Light
Court; Fifth Floor Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase and Corridor
around the Light Court, Court Room and Gallery ("A") on the south side of the
building, and Court Room ("B") on the north side of the building, 31 Chambers
Street, Borough of Manhattan. Built 1899-1907; architects John R. Thomas and

_HRren Ay STV
Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 153, Lot 24.

On March 23, 1976, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as an Interior Landmark of the Surrogate's
Court (Hall of Records), First Floor Interior consisting of the Foyer, Main
Lobby and surrounding Corridor, Grand Staircase, East Vestibule and West
Vestibule; Second Floor Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase and Gallery
opening onto the upper half of the Main Lobby; Third Floor Interior consisting
of the Grand Staircase and Corridor around the Light Court; Fourth Floor
Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase and Corridor around the Light Court;
Fifth Floor Interior consisting of the Grand Staircase and Corridor around the
Light Court, Court Room and Gallery ("A") on the south side of the building and
Court Room ("B") on the north side of the building, and the proposed designation
of the related Landmark Site (Item No. 3).:- The hearing had been duly advertised
in accordance with the provisions of law. Six witnesses, including Surrogates
Millard L. Midonick and S. Samuel Di Falco, spoke in favor of designation. There
was one speaker in opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The Hall of Records (now the Surrogate's Court), designed by architect
John R. Thomas and constructed at the turn of the century, remains today a
building which inspires in New Yorkers a genuine and justifiable sense of civic
pride. |ts opulence and grandeur, and more particularly the lavish decoration
of its interiors are highly characteristic of the Beaux-Arts style--the imposing
architectural expression favored throughout the "Gilded Age." The Hall of
Records was conceived and planned not only to serve as a repository for municipal
records but also to stand as a magnificent architectural symbol of the prosperity,
importance and achievement of New York City. The building has been a designated
New York City Landmark since 1966.

The first Hall of Records was established in 1831 in the old 18th-century
"gaol" in City Hall Park, northeast of City Hall. Previously public records
had been housed in City Hall, but in 1830 the Common Council had authorized
The conversion of the old jail to fireproof offices for a Hall of Records, and,
in addition, appropriated funds for exterior alterations in order to harmonize
+he'bulldlng with City Hall. The New York Mirror recorded on September 17, 1831:
"Scientific gentlemen and artists pronounce the building the most perfect and
chas+e‘piece of architecture in this city. Its style is Grecian, from the model
?f the Temple of Ephesus." The growth of the city and the consequent increase
In public records necessitated the addition of one floor to the building and
the construction of a fireproof roof in 1870.

The‘con+inuing accumulation of public records resuited in the formation
ot the Sinking Fund Commission in 1888 to erect a building in the vicinity of
the New York.CounTy Courthouse (but not in City Hall Park), to be used pr?maril
for the keep!ng of records. The law authorizing the consT;uc+ion of the bui!d'y
was amended in 1890 To.aflow such a building to accomodate other city offices "
2nd It was amended again in 1892 to allow the building to be built in City Ha:l
ark. These amendations led to the formulation of a plan to raze and replace
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