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OTTENDORFER BRANCH, NEW YORK PUBLIC IL,IBRARY, 135 Second
Avenue, Porough of Manhattan. Built 1883-1834; Architect
wWilliam Schickel.

Landmark Site: Borouch of Manhattan, Tax Map Block 464,
Lot 37 in part.

on July 12, 1977, the Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion held a public hearing on the proposed designation as
2 Landmark of the Ottendorfer Branch, New York Public
Library, and the proposed designation of the related Land-
"mark Site (Item No. 5). The hearing had been duly adver-
tised in accordance with the provisicns of law., Eighteen
witnesses spoke in favor of designation. There were nc
speakers in opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The Ottendorfer Library is the oldest branch library
in Manhattan and one of the earliecst buildings in the city
constructed specifically as a public library. Designed in
1863-1884 by the German-hern architect William Schickel,
it is a particularly interesting example of late Victorian
architecture exhibiting, elements of both the neo-Italian
Renaissance and the Queen Anne styles. Built in conjunc-
tion with the German Dispensary, now the Stuyvesant Poly-
clinic, next door, the library was the gift of Anna and
Oswald Ottendorfer, German-American philanthropists who
concernad themselves with the welfare of the German popula-
tion centered on the Lowsr East Side in the mid to late 19th
century. The juxtapcesition of the library and the clinic
building is by no means coincidental. Rather it reflects
the 19th-century philosophy, particularly influential in
Germany, of develeping the individual both physically and
mentally. oOttendorfer's desire was to help to uplift both
the body and the mind of his fellow Germans in the United
States ("dem Kdorpen und dem Geisten zu helfen").

Carly Development of JTibraries in New York

The prominent architectural Histcrian Nikolaus Pevsner
has noted that, "Socially ... speaking, the free public
library is the most impcrtant nineteenth century development
in the field of libraries." Although dispensaries, the
19th-~century equivalent of health clinics, were widespread
in New York City, the concept of the free circulating library,
especizlly that which served the poorer segments of the pepula-
tion, was just beginning to receive considerable attention
in Now York. In the 183035 the first of a series of bills
to encourage the growth of libraries was passed by the Now
York State legislature. The New York newspapers were filled
with editorial criticism of the lack of library facilities,
the failure to serve the poor, and the backwardness of Mew
York, in contrast with other cities such as Bosten, Phila-
delphia, and Chicago, in establishing a free public library.
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