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FIPET PRECINQT POLICE STATICN, South Street and 0ld Sl.",p,
Prroegh of Manhattan., Built 1909-11, Archiltects tlunt &
Banty

randmnik Site:  Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 24, Lot 37.

@i July 12, 1977, the Landmarks Preservation Cecmmis:ion
1121 a3 public hearing on the proposed designation as a Tend-
maxk of the First Precinct Police Station, and the propciai
designation of the related Landmark Site (Item No, 4). e
~herring had been duly advertised in accordance with the ypico-
vinions of law. No witnesses spoke in favor of designation.

ivere were no speakers in opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The First Precinct Police Station, designed in the
neo-Ttalian Renaissance style by the notable architectural
fiyrm of Hunt & Hunt, was erected in 1909-11. This impres-
sive public building still commands its waterfront site,
altliough it is now surrounded by modern office onildings.

‘he station house stands on 0ld $lip, in an area whish
has been important to the city since the late 17th centanry.
nlad slip, at the foot of William Street, wns the First siin
in the city. 7Jhese slips were openings between two wharvcee,
wherae boats were unloaded during high tide. oOriginally a
shady, natural meeting place, 0ld Slip became the site of
one of the first official market places in New Amsterdem.
1ha 0id Slip Market at Pearl Street reached its peak of
popularity in the 1720s. This market lincered cn until )
1776 and, beginning in the late 18th century, the Slip began
t2 be filled in. Eventually it formed a wide street of the
same name, ;

In 1821 another market, known as the Pronklin Market,
was erected on 0l1ld Slip. Despite all precautions, the
Great Pire of 1835 entirely destroyed this market building
and much of lower Manhattan. During the nexi year, the
second Franklin Market was constructed on 0ld 3Slip bztween
Front and South Street, the newly declared legal eastern
boundary of Manhattan. The upper floors of the Franklin
Market housed the rirst Police Precinct after the municipal
pelice department had been organized in 1844. The station
hcuse was moved to 29 Broad Street for a short pericd duaring
the 18603,

On January 1, 1883, one of the many civiec irprovencnta
suggested by the newly elected mayor, Franklin Edson, o
the DBoard of Aldermen, was the erection of new station Lousza
te replace the earlier dilapidated ones. As a result, _
several station houses were immediately built, including +he
First precinct Police Station of 1884 at 0ld 3lip. Reputadly
the first modern police building, this four-story structure



“oivsd Uarcdlld the preseat station house was erecteda on the
5712 site in 1909-11. This police station was occupied

I'i thoe First Precinct until January, 1273,
Renderings of this naw statisp hovza were dicplayed
at the 23rd Annual Exhibit of the Architsctural ILazgue of

liew York in ‘1908. The architects, Richard Hoewland Huat
(18¢2-1931) and Joseph Howland Hunt (1870-19271), w2xe the
sons of the prominent New York City architect, Richard
Movris Hunt (1827-1895). The elder son practiced with

his father until 1895 and, in 1901, the brothers estah-
lished their own firm. Well-known for their elegant Long
Island and Newport residential works, as well as for theix
il York City town houses, they designed the George
Washington vanderbilt House (1902-05), a designated Necw
York City Landmark. Richard Howland Hunt also carried ot
. his father's design for the central portion of the Metro-
politan Museum of Art after his death.

The four-story high First Precinct Police Station is
a striking example of municipal architecture. This hande
neo-Italian Renaissance building of limestone is hoth
massive in scale and simple in detail. It is divided
horizontally into three sections -- a low base, a rusticzated
center section, and a smooth-faced attic story. 1Its visual
power is created by the rhythmic series of tall arches,

heavy walls and restrained ornamentation. The police station
has the distinctive profile of an early Italian Renaissance
palazzo. Many of the features, such as the arched openings
of the main story, the rustication of the center section

and the dominating cornice, are reminiscent of the fifteerth
century Palazzo Riccardi in Florence, designed by Micheloz=zo.

cme

All four facades of this freestanding
building are treated in a generally similar manner. The
long sides on 0l1d Slip are eleven windows wide, while the
narrtow ends are only one window in width. A molded granite
base supports the handsome pulvinated rustication of the
center section. Above the low base, a series of round-arched
openings, serving two stories, have smooth-faced enframements
and bracketed sills at the windows. Within the arches, the
square-headed first floor windows and round-arched second
floor windows, separated by bronze spandrel panels, form
3ingle units. The arches above these windows have rusticated
voussoirs stilted to meet the surrounding evenly coursed
rusticated masonry of the center section. At every third
arch of the principal west facade, a door interrupts the
base. The two flanking doorways with paneled double doors
are surmounted by wide bronze trardsom bars. The most eliaborate
feature of the building, the central doorway, is approached
by a short flight of steps and has double doors with leaded-
glass panels and transom above, set below a pediment carried
on ornate brackets. The doorway is recessed, and enframed
by rusticated Doric columns which support an entablatuie
surnounted by a low balustrade serving the seccnd story arched
wiidow.

The third story fenestration consists of small sguare
poired windows separated by mullions. These flat-arched
openings have corbeled sills and are enframed by smooth
bands of stonework interrupting the rustication of the walls.






