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LIBERTY TOWER, 55 LibertyStreet, Borough of Manhattan. Built 1909-10; architect Henry
Ives Cobb,

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 64, Lot 8.

On May 19, 1981, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the pro-
posed designation as a Landmark of Liberty Tower and the proposed designation of the re-
lated Landmark Site (Item No.9). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with
the provisions of law. Three witnesses spoke in favor of designation. There were no
speakers in opposition to designation. A letter has been received in favor of designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Liberty Tower, designed by Henry Ives Cobb and built in 1909-10, is oreof the early group
of romantic skyscrapers which changed the skyline of New York in the 20th century. Built
shortly after the Singer Tower, contemporaneously with the Metropolitan Life Tower, and
shortly before the Woolworth Building, the Liberty Tower, like them,adapted an historic
style to the newly emerging tall steel-cage structure, while partially breaking away from
the tripartite formula of skyscraper design. Although only half the height of the Wool-
worth Building, Liberty Tower anticipated much of the revolutionary character of its more
famous counterpart by being almost entirely freestanding, clad largely in terra cotta, and
designed in a Gothic style. Henry Ives Cobb, an architect trained in Boston who practiced
For many years in Chicago, was particularly well-suited to the task of adapting traditional

‘stern styles to Midwestern skyscraper technology, and his Liberty Tower remains one of
the most distinctive skyscrapers in lower Manhattan.

History of the Site and the Liberty Tower Project

The site of Liberty Tower in the middle of the 19th century was not quite within the finan-

cial district, and from the 1850s until the 1870s was occupied by the New York Evening Post

building. The Post, edited by poet Willian Cullen Bryant (1794-1878) from 1827-1877, bought
the property in 1853, and remained on the site until 1875.

The site changed hands several times over the next thirty yvears. Parke Godwin bought it in
1881, and sold it to the Bryant Building Co. in 1883. Both the building company and the
seven-story building on the site were named in honor of the Post's editor. The Bryant
Building Company sold the site in January 1909 to the C.L. Gray Construction Company of

St. Louis, which actually was buying it for another company, not yet incorporated, in which,
it was said, "several St. Louis men will be interested."

The new company, called the Liberty-Nassau Building Company, built Liberty Tower as a specu-—
lative office building, as the site was by this time within the confines of the financial
district. The new structure was at first called the the "Bryart Building,'" like its pre-
decessor, but soon afterward became known as Liberty Tower.

The advertising brochure for the building issued by the company claimed that "with a floor

plan, every inch of which will be available for office uses, and with the perfect light

and ventilation afforded only by the expensive tover plan of construction, it willsuccessfully
1llenge comparison with any office space in New York."2 According to the brochure the

~wnpany intended to limit tenants to stock brokers, financial institutions, large indus-

trial corporations and lawyers, and they promised to "treat their tenants as their partners






