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architects trnest Flagg and W. E. Chambers.

FIREHOUSE EWGINE CO.
Manhattan. Conplete

-, Landmark Site: EForough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 531, Lot 49.

On December 13, 1666, the Landrmarks Preservation Commissicn held
a public hearing on the proposed designation as & Landmark of the
Firehouse Engine Co. Thirty-Three and the proposed designation of the
related Landmark Site. (Item Mo, 14). The kearing had been duly
advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. Two witnesses
spoke in favor of designation, and a lettcer hag been received from
the Hon. Robert ©. Lowery, Fire Commissioner. There were no speakers
in opposition to designation,

DESCRIPTIOH AND EFELYEIa

Dominated by a graceful arch, monumental ip scale, this late
Hineteenth Century Firehouse is a striking example of the French Beaux
Arts style of architecture. A daring design in its day, the impress-
ive facade contains 2 number of eloments which are strengly influenced

by the Fremch srchitectural style of Louds #V, This utilitarian
building has & flamboyance that is particularly appropriate to the
function of ttt hazardous profession engeged in by 1its occupants.

Four stories high with its Lrick and stome structure and various
interesting forms, materiszls znd color, it is an cxceptionally distin-
gulshed public building.

The large central arch, rising from a strong rusticated stone base.
contains &n elegcontly carved keystone a2bovae a cartcuche, within the
deep concave stone surrounds. Groupad teogether within this wide arch,
and arising throuph three fleoceors, are four windows at esach level
arranged into o highly pleasing compesition. The tall French windows
on the seccnd and fourth flcors are enhanced bty decorative metal
rallings. Particularly handscme is the ornate design of free flowing
curves af the scecond floor railing which, in port, rests on a narrow
balcony projecting forward from the center of the building. Aug-
menting this crnpcsition i an elatorately decorated pediment above
the third flecor windows. Twe large wvehiculary doors on the ground
floor have thres centered arches of graceful proportions. Crowning
this structurc is a. very deep retal roof cornice crnanmented with
antefixae, fleur-de-1lis and other c¢lassic forms. It is supported on
large peroll type brackets of unusually good design, set inm palrs.
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The Mew Yeork City Fire Depertrcent had its origin in the Dutch
settlement of Hevw Snmsterdan when the first fire crdinance wnsg zdopted
by the scttlers din 1648, undéder the administraticon of Governcr
Stuyvesant., This crdinance estctlished a firv watch of eight men,
The first paid company, Hetropoliton Engine Ho. 1., went into service
on July 31, 18463 a2t Go. 4 Contre Street, For two hundred and eight
vears before 1165, the fire forece ccounsisted of volunteers, with a
great traditicn of their cwn. From this modest beginning the Few York
Fire Depatrtment lhas grewn to 387 companies with over 13,000 uniformed
firemen. Fire Ingine Compeny Mo. Thirty~Three is but one cof the 280
fire houses in the five bercuphs ef the City,

FINDINWGSE AND DEEIGHATIOHS

0n the basis of a carcful consideration of tlie history, the
architecture znd cther features of this building, the Landuarks
Preservetion C-""'ssiun finds thet the Firchouse Engine Co, Thirty-
" Three has & spcc charecter, special historical and aesthotic

interest and v*lub as rvoart cf the development, bpritﬂﬁa and ecultural
characteristitq of Mew York City. -

The Commissicn further finds thot, crncng fts important qualities,
Firchouse Erglue Go. Thirty-Thres is & distinmguished example cof French
. Beaux Arts architccture, thet 1t ds colorfual 4n appearance, posscsses
» gpuperd architectural h:mil& arranged in a highly suceussful compo-
aition,; ‘that these clemepts were boldly corbined and that the building,
ag executed, was cousidered crchitecturally dering in its day.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions cf Chapter 63 of the
Chatrter of the City ¢f Hew Yerk and Chapter 8-4 ¢f the Administrative
Code of the City cf HMew York, the Landmarks Prescrvaticn Commisaion
designates 2= Landnrark the Firchouse Engine C¢. Thirty-Three, 44
Great Jonas St ;t, Torough of Manhntten and’ designates Taox Hap Block
331, Lot 49, & arten ¢s ite Leondmark Sitc, v
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