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GAGE & TOLLNER, INTERIOR OF GROUND FLOOR DINING ROOM, 372 Fulton Street
Borough of Brooklyn.

Landmark Site: Borough of Erooklyn Tax Map Block 154, Lot 17.

On January 28, 1975, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as an Interior Landmark of Gage & Tollner,
Interior of Ground Floor Dining Noom and the proposed designation of the relatred
Landmark Site (Item No. 4). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance
with the provisicns of law. Four witnesses, including the owner, spoke in favor
of designarion. There were ne speakers in opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTINN AND AMALYSIS

Fage & Tollner, one of Brocklyn's best-known restaurants, had {its beginning
in 1879 when Charles 1, Gape opened an eating establishment ar 302 Fulton Street,
In 1884 Eugene Tollner jolned Cage, and the restaurant was rtenamed Gage & Tollner.
They moved the restaurant to its present advantageous location at 372 Fulton Street
in 1889 1in the center of Downtown Brooklyn, close to the Brooklyn City Hall, now
Borough Hall, At this time, Fulton Street was one of Brooklyn's main thorough-
fares, leading east and south to join King's Highway, the main access route to
Long Island, and west and north to the ferry terminals ap the East River and the
Brooklyn Bridge, opened dn 1883, The Gage & Tollner Restaurant became widely
known and attracted many noteworthy patrons.

"Then Messrs, Gage and Tollner retired in 1911, they sold the business to
A. M. Cunningham and Alexander Ingalls on condition thar they maintain the customs
and traditions established by the founders, Seth Bradford Dewey, in association
with his father Hiram 3, Dewey, who had been well-established 1in the restaurant
- business in Manhattan for many years, purchased the restaurant 1in April 1919,
again on condition thas the establishment retain the name of Gage & Tollner and
that it continue to be run in accordance with itg traditional standards. The
Dewey interests purchased the building which housed the restaurant in 1923, The
management continues in the hands of the Devey family under the direction of
Ed Dewey who came into the Tanapement 101949, “In 1973, he ias joined by
Johnt B, Simmons in ovnership and manapement. Gage & Tollner maintains thea
traditiocns which have always characterized it and have enhanced the quality of
life in PBrooklyn and the City for almost 100 ¥ears. Speaking at the Publice
Hearing, Brooklyn Forough Historian, Dr. Joseph Palisi, noted that it had
"exquisite food, excellent service and a sense of timelessness through which
something of a carefully preserved nast is made to confribute to the fullest
enjoyment of the present." -

Gare & Tollaer is one of the very feou interdors in the City, open to the
rubliec, which so successfully project the atmosphere of the "Gay Nineties. "
Upon entering, ons is immediately transported back to the period of Diamond Jim
Erady. At either side of the entranceway are two bavs wvhere patrons may awaitr
seating. These bays are created by two projecting wood-enframad windows which
resemble the storefrent windovs of the period. The cellings of these bays are
handsomely embellished by the once popular Lincrusta-Talton type of wall covering
embossed in a sunburst design. The walls have swirling desions of a more classi-
cal tvpe, This type of wall coveringeg is used ro freat advantape throurhout the
long, narrow Troom, which seats about 150,

—



The serdies of tall, elepantly arched mirrors alongs three sides of the
restaurant lends a remarkable sense of spaciousness to the interior which actually
measuras only 25 x 90 feet, The dark red cherry wood triﬂ, enframing Ehi mirrors
and providing a cornice beneath the deep cove of the celilinpg, 13 a uniEy ng
feature for this long room. The arched mirrors along the walls rise above a :
walnscot at table level and are separated by dark red panels of patterned cu;-ve -
vet. These panels are ctowned by wood entablatures with pulvinated friezes ro:
which the molded wood zrches of the mirrors spring., The arches have ceqter w?n
blocks, simulating keystones, upon which the horizeontal wood cornice which E;l
cireles the room is set. In the gpandrels hetween the ur?hes an embossed Wih
covering of the Lincrusta-1’alton type is painted a restrained nold colorﬂ gta
back end of this remarkable room has three arches enframing mirrors which ere
an effect of infinire distance and depth, The wides flat-arched central mirror is
complemented by two narrow arched deeply recessed mirrors set behind the
entrance and exit doors te the kitchen and service area.

A recessed area for the servina bar 1s located about midway down the
left~hand side of the room. The handsome paneled bar yas transferred from the
old restaurant ar 3072 Fulton Street and has cabinets and a long mirror behind 1it.
The restaurant also retains its handsome oripinal mahogany tables.

Gage & Tollner 1s probably the only restaurant in the City which uses both
gas and electricity for 1l1lumination. This is accomplished by means of the
original combination gas-electric fixtures which were installed in 1888, when a
permit was dssued to the Testaurant to burn gas or "the new incandescent light."
These elaborate brass fixtures, with widely spread arms, are evenly spaced along
the center-line of the ceiling extending from fromt to rear. ar the end of each
arm, on either side of the curvilinear central portion adorned with hollow metal
oval and circular urns, there are two gas jets with flues and handsome cut-plass
bowls to diffuse the lizht. Also, at the end of each arm set between the jets,
extending outward and dovmward at ar angle of 45 degrees, is an lncandescent
éin?t bulb. The light bulhs which were originally bare now have flower-1ike glass

owLs,

The reawalkened intaresr 4n Vicroriana has resulted, in the last decade, 1in
the ¢reation of a numher of "Cay Mineties" bars and restaurants in the City.
Gage & Tollner has one of the few remalning authentic Victorian interiors in the

City, a reminder of the qualicy of life in the "Gay Nineties", of equal intereat
to the connoisseur and to the pourmet.

FINDINGS a™D DESIGHATIONS

On the basis of a careful considerarion of the history, the architecture and
other features of this buildinsg, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds thar
Gape & Tollner, Interior of Ground Floor Dining Room has g special character,
special historiecal and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development,
heritage and cultural characteristics of [ew York City,

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
handsome interior of the Gage & Tollner Restaurant successfully maincains its
original "Gay Nineties" atmosphere, that the arched mirrors which line the walls
create an effect of distance and depth which enlarges the long and relatively
narrev room, that by nighr 1t i3 s5¢r{]11 lizhted hLy fas as well as by electricity,
and that here a carefully preserved Past contributes to the full enjoyment of
the present, maintaining the traditions which have enhanced the life of Erooklyn
and Hew York City at this locatien slnce 1859,

Accordingly, pursuant Lo the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of ¥ew York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of
Hew York, the Landmarks Freservation Commission designates as ap Interior
Landmark, Gage & Tollner, Interior of Ground Floor Dining Room, 372 Fulten
Street, Borough of Brocklyn and designates Tax Map Block 154, Lot 17, Borough of
Drooklyn, as irts Landmarlk cite. SH
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