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NEW UTRECHT REFORMED CHURCH, 18th ..venue at 83rd Street, Borough of Brooklyn.
1828; architect unknown.

Lendmark Site: Borough of Brocklyn Tax Map Block 6327, Lot 10 SE in port,
consisting of the land on which the deseribed building is situated.

On February 8, 1966, the Londmarks Preservation Commission held a public
henring on the proposed designation as a Landmork of the New Utrecht Reformed
Church and the proposed designation of the reloted Landmerk Site. (Item No. 73).
The hearing had been duly ~dvertised in accordance with the provisions of law.
Three witnesses spoke in favor of designation including the minister of the
church, Rev. Martin Poul Luther, who said that the proposed dosignation wis Very
mich welcomed. Therce were no speakers in opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

This very early Gothic Revival cdifice, in meeting housc style, was
orceted in 1628 with stone from an earlier church of 1699 which was destroyed
to make way for the present structure. puilt of ficldstone this church hos
painted brick nrches and a handsome stone tower with wooden Gothic pinnnacles.

I late Federal period round window pierces the wall over the main entrance, and
an attractive cornice cxtends around the building. This blending of soveral
~rchitectural styles in one structure rusulted in creating a rural church
vuilding of groat charw ond individuality. Surrcunded with old trues and some
voxwood, it is cnclescd by an old iron fenee, This church is an exceliont
example of a rural church in 2 nicturesque setting.

The Ruformed Protestant Dutch Church of Hew Utreocht was orgonized in
Outubor 1677, but for several years prior to that date, the inhsbitants of the
town of New Utrecht formed a part of and worshipped with the congregntion of
Flatbush, Flatlands and Brooklyn. In the War of the Revolution, the oviginal
church wns used by the British as a hospital ~nd a riding cchool.

The New Utrecht Liberty Pole stands on the church grounds and this is the
sixth one erected in succession. & bronzo tablet on the sibe carrics the fol-
lowing text. 'This Liberty Pole warks the spot over which the merican flag
firot waved in the towe of How Ubwwenbth. The Aart piual pode wao oroctod by oy
forefathers at the Evacuation of the British, November 1703, smid the tiving of
cannon wud Acmeonstration of Jjoy".

FIIDILGS SHD DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of o careful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other feoatures of this bullding, the Landnarks Preservation Commission rinds
that the New Utrecht Reformed Church has a special character, special historical
and acsthetic interest ond value as part of the development, heritage and cul-
tural characteristics of New Tork City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualitics, the Now
Ubr- okt fof-rraed Church is an admirable example of an carly rural church in a
picturesque satting, that the building represents an carly exampl. of Gothic
Revival architecture, that it is constructed of execelleont stone masonry and
that the church has been Intimntely connected with the early history of the Now
Utrecht community.

Lccordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter B-A nf the Charter of
the City of New York and Chropter 8. of the idministrative Code of the City of
Now York, the Landmerks Prescrvation Commission desiemotes as o Londmark the
New Utrecht Roformed Church, 18th Avenue at 83rd Street, Borough of Brooklyn,
ond designates as its rolated Londmark Site thot part of borough of Brooklyn
Tax Map Block 6327, Lot 10 SE which contains the land on which the described
building is situated.



