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STUYVESANT POLYOL IM|C HOSPITAL, 137 Seoond Avengg, Borough of Manhattan,
Bullt 1883-84: architect Willfam Schichsl,

Landmark Site: Z2arouch of Manhattan Tax Mzp Block 464, Lot 37 in pary
consisting of the land ar which the dascrived building is situated,

Mz March 23, 1978, the Landmaris Feeser-ation Cormission hald a public
hesring an ‘he proposaed sesigration as & Landrork of e Sturvesant Polyelinie
Hoenital and +ne proecosed designation of tre raleted Lasdmark Site Cltem Na, 1.
The hearing was continuad +a Hay |1, 1976 {Item Mo, 1), Both heBrings had
bean culy advartised in socordanca with the pravisicns of law. A ftotal of six
®ifaessas at both hearings, including the representative of the Cabrini Health
Care Center, spoke in favor of designation, There wira no Spsskers in
oppesiticn to designation; howevar, four witnesses aszked that *he adjacant
Ottandorfer Litrary be cesignated simultanesusly with tha stuyvesant Polyelinic
Hospital, :

CESCR IPT|ON AND ANALYSIS

The Stuywvespnt Palvclinie, former iy the Garman Dispansary, was dasignad
by Williem Schickel, a Corman-bern architest, In an Interesting exubsrant
version of the nec-[+a|ian Renaissance styla, The building is especially
notable for its sculptural dateii which includes & sezriss of poartralt bugts
of famcus physicians and scientists, This learnad assembly, many of whom
wrote clessic medical texts, £ fudes indiroctly to the ralatienship batwsen
tThe Dispensary fuilding and tha smail ne[ghboring library, Bcth wera cons=
structed in 1583-34, desigrad by Scihickal, snd cemalasionsd by Anra and
Oswald Ottendar feor, phifanthrapists who cancerned thanzalves with tha ve| fare
of the Germar irmigrant community In Naw York City, |In constructing theae
two bulldings, tihe Ottendorfers hoped +o "promoto the bodily and mental
hesith of their fallow Gurmars in the Unitad Staies,”

Uispensar jes ware the 9th=cantury edquivelant to health clinics of the
prasent diy, Theow provided madica] cars free of chergs or at rominal fees
to "medically indigent™ cutepatients, Tha first [n New York City was foundad
in 179] on Tryon Stroet, and by the and of the |9+h century dispansarias were
located throughout the City, many being a¢#illated with haspitals, The
German Dispensary was astablished in (857 and becams, through an amencmant to
its charter in |65, & branch of the German Hospite| at Park Avenug and 77th
street. As their names imply, both tha German Hospital and the Sorman
Disparsary were foundad angd maintainad by Garmans, and wore |niendad to Sorve
the poar of the Garman community in Haw Yeork City, elthough treatmant WOy
avajlable to the ganeral public, Tha lcwzr sast side of Merhettan hed a
large Garman immigrant populatiam in the sacond half af the |Sth cantury, and
the Dispersary frem it+s founding was lacated in this zactlan of the City, In
B84 &t the same time that the bulldirg on Secand Avenue was comkleted, a
dispensary depariment was opened st the Cerman Hospital itsalf, Patients
¥ere obliged if "zole" to pay a fes of tan cants,

By 1905, very likely ir réspornes ta +he srowth of the Yorkwvi||s Garman
community, plans for a new dispansary buiiding near the Hospital had boen
formutated. The Board of Trusteas of the German Hospital datermined to el |
the downtown building and in &pril af |908 ;+ was purchased by the German
Palyklinik, another charity dispsnsary davoted o the care of Maw York's
German population, This irstitution, founded in IBB3, provided fres megical
treatrent as wel| as ciinical ooservaticn sessians tor medical studants,

The building was renavated and repairad in 1905, and has since nad severa|
ather interior alterations, and improvenents, including the additicn af an
Buditorium in i541, The clinic has continued To pravide froe madical services,
relying on private donaticns and volunteer doctors., The name af the clinic

WAS Tamporar iy changad to the Stuyvasant Polvelinge dur ing World War I

owlng to tha intangily af anti-German sentimant jn this country at the tima;
RgBIn, during Worta War [ i+ was given This neme and has sineg retained i+,
¥ery recant|y the Falvclinic has bacome affitiated with tha Catrini Health Care
Cerntar,
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The Garman Cispensary buildinrg and +he adjscant Pikrery ware among
numeraus charitatble gifts of the Ottencdorfers. Anna Dtrendarter (18]5-18847
had immigrated to New York in |44 wlth har fipst husband, Jacas ihl, &
printer, They purchased the German l2rguage rewspaper, +the MNew Yorker Stants
{eitung, & weak!. papsr founded jn 1534 {ang still pubilished today), At the
death of her tusband in 1853, Anna inherited +tha paper, oy then & thriving
daily publication, and six ¥ears later, marriad Oswalo Ottandor fer, editor-
in=chiat since [B53, Oswald Uttendorfer (1026-1300) wes educated at The
Univarsities af Vienna and Prague and was political Iy ac*tive s Austria,
Aftar the Favolution of |83 failed, he flad to Switzeriand, and in |850 to
the United States, He worked #irgt 25 & lacorer and Then joined the stafé
of the Steasts Zeituno. Under his maragemant The newspaper continued +o qrow
in popularity, ang was = highly respacted, cansarvative pagar, "severas|y
classic in tore.” By the 18705 the Staats Zeiturg was heussed in an alaborate
building an “"Newspaper Row" {Tryon Fow, now +he site aof the Municipal
Building.) OCtiendorfer, a lemdirg citizen within the German community of
the City, was politiceliv intluentinmt toth at the local and rational leveis,
b 1272 he was a New York City Aldarman, ang In 874 a5 & staurchly anti-
Tammany Damccrat he ran tnsuccesstully for Mayer, Both Otterdorfers wars
deaply concarrned with philanthrepic projacts, &l though Mrs, Cttendorfar was
mere direct |y inveived in their axacution. She helped fund German schools
in tha City, gave & wing==Tha Women's Pavilion-—to tha Ssrmer Hosnital, and
established the |sabella Home [n Astoria {now locatad gn Amstardam Avenue and
190th S+reet), The Home, named in memary of her daughter who died as a
young woman, wes an institution which cared far old and indigent Garman women,
Tha German Dispensary building was also Mee, Cttendor far's particular projact,
The Library was the spscial eoncern of M-, Ottendorfar who persanally
directed the salection of boaoks,

In Movember of |833 Mrs, Ottendorfar was honored for har philanthropic
work with & silver metal of merit and a citetion by the Garman Cmpress
Augusta, This well-deserved +ribute to Mrs, Ottendorfer's benevolance cams
shortly bafore her death, Unfortunately, she did not |ive to see the com-
pletion af the Dispansary buiiding, and therafore, the dedica*ion CRremany
held on May 27, 884, was in part & memorlal sarvice for har, A portrait of
Mrs, Otfendorfer “profusely surroundaed by chaice fiowers” was displayed an
& temporery platform draped in black, and the ceremony consisted af musice |
offerings from fhe Liederkransz Quartet and & series of speaches, One of
the many guests was Carl Schurz, the fsmous German=-dorn statesman and
palitician, #

AT the dadication carsmony M. Ottendorier noted that his wife had taken
8 great interest in the constructicn af tha Dispensary building, and that
she hergelf had selected the architect, William Schickal ¢1850-1907) was a
native of Germany and receivad his architectural fraining thera, After
immigrating to New Tork he worked 45 a8 draftsman for ssvaral architactural
firms, including that af the well-known Hew York architect, Richard Merris
Hunt, In the |880s Schicksl estas|ishad his cwn office and designed, |n
additiorn to the German Dispersary building and the Ottendorfar Library, the
Stuart Residence on Fifth Avenue at 88th Street (1B21) and a tbuilding for
$t. Vincent's Hospital (1882), Schickel enlarged his firm calling i%
Schickef & Compary in +he [ate 8808, and during this period dasigned
several notstle buildings such as the brick commar ical structure, Mg, 93-99
Prince Street, now within the SoHo-Cast lron Historic Distriet, tha Corstabla
Building on Fifth Avenua of |B9%--a handsome nec~Raraissance office brilding
ad jacent to tha former bwilding of the Arrold Constasle Department Stora,
&nd the Jafferson Building on West 23rd 3treet, an impressive structurs af
brick with terra=cotts trim, By 1836 Schickal had taken lssac L. Ditmars as
parfrner, Their best remembersd commissions were for church architecture,
including fhe Church of 5%, lgnatiuvs Loyela on Park Avarue, a dasigrated
Mew York City Candmark,

schickel's design for the Dispansary building iz a handsomefy ornate and
individusl warsion of the neo-|tallan Raraissanca style, Tha facads is of
Philadelphia pressad brick (naw ominted whiteld sbove a stors tasement, |t
is espacially interesTing tc note that ail +he ornamantal detail iz executaed
in malded terra cotts, = Euilding material than anly recentiy jnfraduced +g
New York., |n the retuilding of Chicago &fter tha Grear Firg of 1871 much
architectural terca cofta was used; however, in New Tork City it was rot
gererslly used yaril late in the iH0s, The first important tuilding to
emplay this material was desigrnad Ly the aminent arcki fect George B, Post,
His Long Island Histarical Gociaty Luitding of |580 s richly ornamentad with
terra cotta and incluges a seriss of porirait busts, The sanufacturer anp foyad



by Post was the Perth Amboy Terra~Cotta Comgany, established in 1879,  Very
likely this ssme company furnished the tarra cotta for +he Oispansary
building. Schicksl, in using terra cotta s=o extansively far the Serman
Dispensary, ranks among the first architeats in New York fo make important
use of This building material, which was 1o become so gopular by tha turn
of the century,

The handsome facade of Tha Cisprnsary building is symmatricaily arrangad
with paired round=arched windows undar segméents| arches at sach floor, flank-
ing the one~story amtrance portico which has triple round-erchad windows
above it at the second and third stories, Tha paired windews ars sesparatad
by Corinthian colonnettes which are adorned with delcate spiraling vinas,
The cantral rourd-arched windows of the upper sforiss are richly enframed and
ere |inked horizontally at each floor by continuous entablatures, Fanals
with foliate reliafs appear betvesn the floors conracting the windows verti=
cally, Elscorate bas-ralist foliate ornanent adorns the spardrals and the
pilasters which flank the windows, The projacting entrance porch is supported
on slender paired piers of brick with evanly spaced vermicuiated blocks and
Corinthian capltals, Above thess piers is a frieze with classical triglyphs
and metopes with floral ornamants, The low arch above the entrance is =zet
between the columns Bnd is surmounted ty & pedimantal composition with the
head of Caritas at +he center from which leafy branches unfold toward seated
cherubs holding cartouches inscribed with the dates of the Dispensary feound-
ing, "1857," ard construction, "|883" at the corners, The single most
Interesting featurs of tha sculptural detall is the seriss of terra-cotta
porfrait busts sef within circular niches, They are inscribed with +the nemes
of tha man depicted, Four busts, portraying figures from Classical Antiquity
adorn the porch: Celsius, Romen author of medical tex*s; Hippocrates, Gresk
physician; Asklepius, Greek god of medicina; Galen, Graek physician ang
writer of the Roman period, Within the elaborate foliate frieze bencath the
cornice of the building are five additianal busts depicting men af the 17+h,
|Bth, and |9th centuries: Harvey, English physiologist and court physician:
Linne, Swedish tcotanist; Humbaldt, German scientist and explorer; Lavoisiar,
French chemist andg phyvsicist; Hufoland, German physician and authaor,

The Stuyvesant Polvclinic has leng beer & source of pride to local
residents, |t is an exceptional Iy handsoms wel |-maintained atructure which

plays & vital rale in community |ife today,

L

FINDINGS AMD DES|GHATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, ths srchitecturs
snd other features af this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
finds that tha Stuyvesart Polyclinic Hospital hag & special charactar, special
historical and assthetic interest and valua &s part of +he developmant,
heritage and cultural characteristics of New Yark City,

The Commission furthar #inds that, amang its important quallfies, the
Stuyvesant Polyclinie Hospital is =n excaptional |y handsoma buitding designed
ina modified version of the asco-1talian Renaissarce style by the German-
born architect Wiilliam Schickal, that the extansive and imaginative use of
molded terra cotfa on the fmcade wes inaovative when tThe building was cone
structed, that the ocrnamant is gspacially interesting for i+s serias of .
porfrait busts depicting famous physicians and sclentists, that the Polyelinie
wWas |ong associated with the German community In New York and provided fras
health care to the needy, that ‘tha building was the gift of two Germanic
Immigrants who were important and influential tigures in New York and noted
philanthropists, +hat the Polvyclinie in combination with +the adjaining
| lerary was intendad +to "promote the bodily and mental heslthn of Germans in
New York, snd thas the Polyelinic still plays & vital role in cammunity || fe
today,

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisians of Chapter 52 of the Charter of
the Clity of Mew York and Lhapter 8-4 of the Administrative Codg of the City
of New York, the Landmarks Preservatior Commissian designates =5 a Landmark
the Stuyvesant Poivelinic Hospital, |37 Seconc Avarus, Baraugh of Manhattan,
and designates 85 its related Landmark Sita tha- part of Borough of Marhattan
Tax Map Tilock 464, Lat 27 an which the dascribad building s situated,
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