Landmnorks Prescrvat ion Cormission

February 15, 1966, Number 1
LP-00R2

SURROGATE'S COURT (Hall of Records), 31 Chambers Strioet, Borough of Mamhattan,
Begun 1899, completed 1911; architccts John R, Thomas and Horgn & Slattery.

Lanimark Site:  Borough of Henhatton Tax Map Block 153, Lot 2l,

O Octobur 19, 1965, the Landmarks Preservation Commizsion held

a publie
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark the Surrsgate's Court and the
braopused designation of the related Lendmork Site, (Item Noy Sh)e Two wite

hesses spoke in favor of designation, The Commission
ing until November 17, 1965 (Itom Ho, L), at which
ts tustify, Both hearings were duly ac
sicns of the law. There were no spe
macting,

contimicl the public hear-
time no sposkers appearcd
virtised in aceordance with the provi-
akers in opposition to designation 2t cither

DESCRIPTION AMD ANLLYSIS

The Surrcgatoe!s Court wns designed in the Fronch Classic Zclaoctic Style
and is a fine example of civie architceture &t the tumn of the Century..
Representetive of a periosd when the Municipality of New York felt itself coming
cf age, this imposing building with its towering Mansard roaf typifies what was
then considered the best in architocture. DBoth within and with,ut, it was in-

tended to set an example and to elevatc standards of design and construction
throughout the City,

This building displays rich matcrials, elaborato detadls, earving and
sculpture. Here wes shawn an awakening interest in the fine arts, as applied
t> buildings, which was dostined t2 have far reaching effects not nly on eivie

structures but on mereantile and eommereial buildings as well,

In n letter 45 the

"ommission, the Hon, Jsseph . Cox and ths Hon. S,
Swucl DiFales, Surrogn

tes of the County of Now Tork, endorsed the propased
dustionntion, amony; their comments were the following: "Thig bullding: for mare
than n half tentury has played an importent role in the povernment of Hew Yurk
Cityeses This eight story structure of classic design has = particuln rly beauti-
ful. exterior ang interior, The frcode of this imposing structure is zraced by
cxlumns ond fine statuary, depicting important historieal fizurcse.... Replace~
ment at today's costs would be probibitive, if not impussibli..... This public
building i3 onu of the finest examplus of gavernmental architocturc of Mew York
at the early part of this century., It would s.rve the aesthetic intorests of
this City to pres.rve this strueture as an example of the architccturce of its
time, Tt may be utilized to alvantage in its present condition,

FINDINGS /ND DE3TCIT TOuS

On the basis of a eareful consideration of the hist
and other fenturcs of this building, the Laniunrks Pre
that the Surrogate's Court has a speeinl character,
zesthetie interest and value as part of the
characteristies f New York City,

ory, the architccture
servation Conmission finds
gpecial histurical and
dovelopment, heritage and cultural

The CGommissin further finds thot, among its important qualities, the
Surrigate's Court is a fine expression for its time of eivie art and archi-

tecture, that it is eoustrocted of the finest matorinls utilising rich marblos
't that it is a poog example of French Classic Eclectie architecture.

nceordingly, pursuent to the provisions of Chapter 8-A of the Charter of
the City «f New T-rk ang Chapter 8-A of the administrative Cade «f the City of
New York, the Landmarks Preservation Cowmission designates as a Landmark the
Surrvgate's Court (Hall af Records), 31 Chanbers.Struet, Borouzh of Monhattan
gnd designates Tax Map Dlock 153, Lot 24, Borough uf Manliattan, as its Landmark
ite »



